VIOLENCE   DISPOSES   OF   CONSCIENCE

humanist world of being a thief, a rogue, and a vaga-
bond. Since manifestly such accusations had nothing to
do with a discussion of "doctrine," but were mere vulgar
defamation, Castellio was expressly authorized by the
senate to make a public rejoinder.

Castellio's reply is an admirable example of humanist
polemic. He was so tolerant a man that his adversaries'
hatred could not poison his mind, nor could any baseness
on their part render him base. A distinguished calm
breathes through the opening periods. "Not with en-
thusiasm do I enter this path of public discussion. I
should have greatly preferred to come to a brotherly
understanding with you, in the spirit of Christ, and not to
adopt this boorish method of mutual accusations, which
cannot fail to injure the prestige of our Church. But
since you and your friends have frustrated my dream of
peaceful collaboration, it seems to me incompatible with
my duty as a Christian to abstain from answering your
passionate onslaught, with all due moderation." Castel-
lio went on to expose the crookedness of Calvin's
methods, for Calvin, in the first edition of the Calumniae,
publicly asserted that Castellio was the author of the
aforesaid anonymous pamphlet; but in his second edi-
tion, the Genevese dictator, having been by that time
doubtless convinced of error, withdrew the charge, letting
the matter go by default, without any frank admission
that he had accused Castellio unjustly. Castellio, how-
ever, nailed the lie to the counter: "Yes or no. Were you
aware that you had no warrant for naming me as author
of that pamphlet? How can I tell? But either you
brought your accusation at a time when you already
knew that it was unjustified; in that case, you were cheat-
ing. Or else you were still uncertain; and then your
charge was heedlessly brought. In either event, your
behaviour was unworthy, for every point of your conten-
tion is false. I did not write that pamphlet, nor did I
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